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Welcome to the Social Studies curriculum mandated by Alberta Learning. As in the previous curriculum, you will be introduced to three topics. The topics are new and exciting, providing you with an opportunity to look at different cultures and time frames.

The core concepts of Alberta Learning are CITIZENSHIP and IDENTITY. The role of Social Studies develops key values and attitudes, knowledge and understanding, and skills and processes necessary for students to become active responsible citizens, engaged in the democratic process and aware of their capacity to affect change in their communities, society, and the world.

The six general outcomes are:

· Culture and community
· Global connections
· Time, continuity, and change
· The land: places and people
· Power, authority, and decision making
· Economics and resources

IBO Mission Statement
The International Baccalaureate Organization aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.

Fundamental Concepts of IBO
· Holistic Learning
· Intercultural Awareness
· Communication

Humanities

IBMYP Aims and Objectives

The aims and objectives of humanities address all dimensions of learning including knowledge, understanding, application, and attitude. 

Students will explore and experience each of the five areas of interaction:

· Approaches to Learning – will help students develop effective study skills, coherent and independent thought and the capacity to make decisions and solve problems. They will have an opportunity to form a reasoned argument and present it in a variety of media types.
· Community and Service – helps students look beyond the classroom, and encourage responsible and caring participation in their local setting and in the wider world. It will give them an awareness of bias, the need for global co-operation, discrimination and inequality.

· Health and Social Education – will encourage students to have respect for body and mind, and will enable them to make informed, responsible choices.


· Environment – helps stress the importance of conservation and challenges the students to accept responsibility for maintaining a natural world for present and future generations.

· Homo Faber – helps develop opportunities for students to appreciate the human capacity to invent, create, transform and improve the quality of life.

Topics at a Glance:

    
     Topic A
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       Origins of Western Worldview: Renaissance Europe


Through an examination of Renaissance Europe, students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of how the exchange of ideas and knowledge contributed to shaping the worldview of the Western world.



   Topic B
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	      Worldviews in Conflict: The Spanish 
              and the Aztecs.
        

Through an examination of Spanish and Aztec societies, students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of how intercultural contact affect.


      Topic C
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                       From Adaptation to Isolation: Japan


Through an examination of Japan, students will demonstrate an 
understanding and appreciation of the ways in which beliefs, values and knowledge shape worldviews and contribute to a society’s isolation or adaptation.






Student Evaluation:     


There will be a current events component done on a monthly basis. Assessment will include exams, quizzes, projects, and class assignments. Along with the assessments listed, there will be assessment for the Middle Years Program, Humanities. 

The following assessment criteria have been established by the IBO for HHhHHhDLFSDLKxcnzxmcnla51454asd5dasumanities in the Middle Years Program. 

Criterion A: Knowledge 
Criterion B: Concepts 
Criterion C: Skills 
Criterion D: Organization and presentation 

Detailed descriptions of the assessment criteria and band descriptors of assessment rubrics appear on rubrics, which will be given to students before assignments are to be completed. Assessment of student performance follows adapted level 5 humanities rubrics to appropriate grade level and adapted to be task specific. 

The final grade will be a cumulative grade of all three term marks, midterm exam and final exam.  Each report period will provide an up to date rating of student performance.


The following outlines the evaluation of student performance per term.

Test and Quizzes: 	 40%.
Projects /Assignments:   40%
Final Exam:		 20%

Total Cumulative Grade: 100%

Have a great learning year!
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